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Who is the Climate Action Network Australia?

The Climate Action Network of Australia - CANA - is the umbrella group for not-for-profit groups dedicated to averting runaway climate change in Australia. 

For over twelve years, CANA has brought together environment, development, social justice and community groups to better tackle the complex and overwhelming challenge of climate change. 

CANA is the Australian arm of Climate Action Network International – which draws together hundreds of civil society groups from around the world. CANA connects its members to this international network, providing a global perspective on climate change advocacy in Australia. 

In Australia, we have over 70 member groups, ranging from international environment and development groups like Greenpeace and World Vision, to local neighbourhood climate action groups, from Climate Rescue of Wagga to Climate Action Hobart. 
We are unique as the only umbrella organisation that draws together activists and advocates from across the civil society spectrum and provides resources and opportunity for them to cross-fertilise, hear different perspectives and devise coordinated and collaborative approaches to climate change in Australia and internationally. 
Our Core Principle
CANA’s core principle is that a cohesive, mutual and cooperative civil society is an essential pre-requisite if Australia is to effectively and justly meet the challenges posed by climate change. CANA sees its role as providing the behind-the-scenes work necessary to ensure that such cooperation is possible. As a result, CANA is not often in the public eye, but receives glowing internal endorsement on the necessity of our work from colleagues and campaigners in our member groups. 
Like the substrate of nutrient soil and mycorrhizal fungi in a complex forest ecosystem, CANA’s foundational work allows for simbiotic cooperation between our individual members in the complex ecosystem of social change and advocacy. 
What We Do
By bringing them together for innovative joint workshops, processes and planning sessions, CANA helps its member groups cooperate and collaborate on key national and international climate change advocacy projects and campaigns. 

By providing an annual conference, email services, and meetings around key issues and challenges facing climate change advocates and activists, CANA connects its members with each other, and boosts communication, sharing and effectiveness. 

By attending and providing expert analysis of the international climate negotiations, for our members, CANA links Australian climate change non-government organisations with an international network of over 300 groups world wide and contextualizes the Australian climate debate within the global scene. 
By instigating joint work between our member group and providing the locus for sharing, CANA strengthens climate change civil society to enable it to meet the daunting challenges of the twenty-first century.
CANA’s Plans for 2011-2014
Domestic work 2011-2013
CANA has established four objectives:
1. That Australia legislates a price on carbon pollution in 2011

2. That Australia’s emissions peak and begin to decline by 2012 

3. That no new coal-fired power stations are built in Australia 

4. That there be an increase in large-scale renewable energy capacity in Australia by 2012. 

These are ambitious, measurable and high impact.  
Our immediate priority for 2011 is the price on pollution. To achieve this objective, CANA is participating in a concerted advertising and outreach campaign, with nine other civil society organizations, for a legislated price on carbon pollution in Australia in 2011. The campaign is called “Say Yes Australia”. 
CANA’s contribution to this project is in-kind administrative and managerial support, seconding a dedicated coordinator and auspicing funds for community and regional activities under the “Say Yes Australia” banner.  During the campaign, CANA will be running major all-day workshops bringing civil society advocates from across the spectrum together to analyse the price on carbon and prepare for the next steps. CANA’s efforts to ensure a coordinated approach from our diverse membership during the campaign to achieve a price on pollution in 2011 goes far deeper than the “Say Yes Australia” project, and is unprecented in its scope, ambition and attention to diversity and participation among our membership.
CANA aims to ensure that civil society is strengthened by the experience of this important campaign, and the result is a cohesive, broad and invigorated civil society ready to continue advocating effectively for further climate change responses in Australia.

The other three objectives will be incorporated into our pollution price work. To do this, CANA is integrating and cross-referencing our carbon price work with other domestic campaigns particularly “no new coal” and “100% renewables”. For example, we are producing information sheets, summary position statements, letter-writing guides and news summaries for members on topics such as renewable energy, emissions performance standards to prevent new coal power, measures to cut emissions in the short term via energy efficiency and reductions in landclearing. We are scheduling and coordinating meetings, phone conferences and workshops to facilitate dialogue among our members on how to ensure that the carbon price results in peaking emissions and uptake in renewable energy.  
In addition, CANA is continually updating our members on the evolving domestic climate policy debate, undertaking analysis of the likely effect of these developments and nominating areas for further work and collaboration. 
Following the resolution of the carbon price legislation, CANA will manage the shift from the intense campaign effort into planning and preparation for the next stage of the domestic climate change response. CANA plans to ensure that the cooperative and successful campaigning for a price on pollution in 2011 is consolidated into further collaborative activity among civil society climate change advocates from 2012 onwards. 
We will help our members and broader civil society prepare for a consolidation process and then to kick start collective campaigning for the next steps 2012-2014. We will do this by convening evaluation and planning workshops to assess the Say Yes Australia campaign and to set goals, articulate broad scenario planning and establish processes for the consolidation phase of 2012.  
We plan to conduct in-depth medium term planning on the domestic front in early 2012 for cooperative advocacy throughout 2012-2014 in preparation for the next Federal Election in 2013 and the Fifth Assessment Report in 2014. 
To undertake this work, CANA needs to expand our capacity and ensure that we have the best possible resources to fulfill the demands of an ambitious collaboration. 
After the unique joint effort of the carbon price campaign, this will be a period when the domestic campaign effort is diffused again, so a strong and effective CANA will be more important than ever to maintain unity and common purpose as people concentrate their efforts on different pieces of the new agenda: power generation, land sector, transport, targets, transitions to caps etc.. 
International work: 2011-2014

CANA provides the Australian platform to link national, regional and local civil society advocates and activists with the international negotiations for a climate change agreement. We therefore make a unique contribution to climate change advocacy in Australia. 

For the members of our network, we provide high quality analysis and information about progress at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and from other international fora where climate change is discussed internationally, including the G20 and the Major Economies Forum. CANA’s analysis and attention to the international negotiations provides crucial global context for the Australian domestic policy development process. This big-picture context provides depth and breadth to domestic advocacy on climate issues that would otherwise be missing from civil society in Australia.  

CANA represents Australian NGOs in Climate Action Network International planning and strategy processes, and provides its members with access to the Australian Government at international meetings. 
In 2011, Australia and the other 193 countries that are party to the UNFCCC will be working through the implementation of the Cancun Agreements, focusing on transparency processes, finance, adaptation and technology. On the political front, the future of Kyoto, broader legal form questions, mitigation commitments by developed countries and the global goal for 2050 are likely to reach crunch point at Durban. Australia has a crucial role to play in these matters and CANA’s ongoing understanding and engagement will ensure that climate policy and advocacy nationally will be situated within the international context. 

Alongside the UNFCCC negotiations, preparations for the Rio+20 Conference in June 2012 will continue and will intensify between December 2011 and March 2012. Rio+20 will be the 20th anniversary of the germinal Rio Earth summit, and will mark a major milestone in international collaboration for sustainable development.  

In the lead up to this meeting, we will be providing strategic joint planning opportunities for our membership that is integrated with the outcome of the domestic climate work this year.  In the lead-up to and after the Rio Conference, CANA will facilitate a process to establish plans, objectives and activities out to the next major peak in climate change activity domestically and internationally, with the intended release of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Fifth Assessment Report in 2014. 












