Climate Action Network Australia

Wind Power Policy

CANA is committed to seeing a dramatic reduction in Australia’s greenhouse gas levels and we recognise the important role wind power can play in replacing the use of fossil fuels for power generation.  CANA members agree that the development of wind power farms needs to expanded in Australia.

CANA notes that wind energy is now providing significant amounts of electricity worldwide; in Denmark it provides about 16% of the country’s electricity supply. In Germany wind energy is being used to ensure that the twin goals of phasing out nuclear power and cutting greenhouse gas emissions are met.

CANA notes there is negligible embedded energy in wind turbines; during its lifetime a modern wind turbine will generate about 80 times more energy than it takes in manufacture, which means that a wind farm will be a net greenhouse gain after 3 months of operation.

CANA acknowledges that there are environmental and community issues that need to be addressed in the development of wind farms.

CANA agrees that developers of wind farms should also be obliged to undertake a thorough consultation of all stakeholders, including local communities, indigenous peoples and special interest groups as to the location of all wind turbines.  Developers should also be obliged to assess the flora and fauna impact, and especially that on bird life, of all wind turbine locations. This should be subject to independent, governmental and stakeholder scrutiny.

CANA agrees that sites of highly significant natural or cultural value should be excluded from development. In these instances, wind farms should be situated at a distance such that they do not unreasonably intrude on the landscape. 

CANA acknowledges that the noise generated by wind farms is minimal and that noise is only of consideration when sighting turbines close to and upwind of any residence. It is highly unlikely that the noise would be of any disturbance to birds or mammals.

It may be necessary to exclude some sites from development on the basis of an unacceptable ecological impact.

CANA supports the development of an Australian wind power manufacturing industry and advocates the use of locally sourced materials in the development of wind farms.

